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DESCRIPTION
A 55-year-old woman with acute myeloid leukaemia (AML) developed fever and painful subcutaneous nodules during neutropenia following induction chemotherapy. Disseminated fusariosis was diagnosed as Fusarium spp. grew from skin biopsy and blood cultures. Liposomal amphotericin B and voriconazole were started, then subcutaneous nodules gradually disappeared. Immune reconstitution inflammatory syndrome (IRIS) was suspected 2 months later, as during immune recovery subcutaneous nodules appeared again (figure 1A), without Fusarium spp. in culture from skin biopsy nor mycelial elements in histopathology. F-18 fluorodeoxyglucose positron emission tomography (PET)/ CT revealed significant fixation around terminal aorta (figure 1B) associated with a 47 mm-high sacciform aneurysm (figure 1C). As a growth in aneurysm size was observed, open surgical repair with cryopreserved allograft was performed. Fusariosis spp. grew from peroperative samples despite antifungal therapy and the patient died 1 month later due to relapse of AML.
Fusarium is a saprophyte filamentous fungus that has increasingly emerged as a cause of disseminated infection in patients with haematological malignancy. 1 2 In patients with disseminated fusariosis, typical skin lesions are frequently associated with liver and/or spleen involvement. 1 2 IRIS is well described in patients with HIV-related opportunistic infections, and is characterised by worsening of symptoms during immune recovery. 3 IRIS and aortic aneurysm has not previously described in patients with fusariosis, despite fusariosis could be associated with vasculitis. In patients with haematological malignancy and disseminated fusariosis, practitioners must be aware of the possible occurrence of an IRIS during antifungal therapy, and of the possible association with an aortic aneurysm requiring specific surgical therapy.
Learning points
▸ Disseminated fusariosis is common in patients with haematological malignancy, and especially in patients with acute leukaemia. ▸ Immune reconstitution inflammatory syndrome and aortic aneurysm could be observed in patients with disseminated fusariosis. 
